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Requiring that Microsoft donate software to schools does nothing to
remedy their illegal business practices. What it does in fact, is allow
Microsoft an unfair advantage in a market in where Apple is competing
successfully. The proposed final judgement does nothing to address the
fact that Microsoft is guilty of attempting to maintain its monopoly.

Microsoft has become a de facto standard through both legal and illegal
means. Therefor, they bear the burden of ensuring interoperability with
other systems. Microsoft?s competitors consist of both businesses and
communities of individuals. Companies like Apple, Sun, Netscape and Red
Hat compete directly with Microsoft in the business arena. But, there

is also the Open Source and free software communities which are not
related directly to any given company. Open source projects like the
Apache web server and Samba file server have been very successful in
competing with Microsoft. The proposed remedy does nothing to ensure
that these Open Source competitors will be able to compete in the
future.

To ensure that both companies and open source communities are able to
compete fairly with Microsoft, two measures must be taken. First off,
Microsoft must not be allowed to pre-install and bundle its software
onto new systems. The consumer should be allowed to choose what
software they want on their system. Microsoft would still be able to
offer volume pricing to vendors, but would not be allowed to attach
restrictions on how the software is used by the vendor.

Secondly, to ensure that there is other software available, Microsoft
should be compelled to release the documentation on their protocols,
APIs and file formats. Doing so would allow other competitors, both
companies and communities, to compete on a level playing field. This
solution would not require Microsoft to open up its source code, but it
would ensure interoperability with competitors products.
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